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All comments should refer to:- The Umted States V. Mass Merchandlsers Inc., D, J. Refk90 11 2 190a At the end~of
the commiént penod the Court«wrll consider all wntten comments before the Consent Decree takes effect:. .
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L On September 28 1990 the U S. Envrronmental\Protectron (EPA) s1gned a/Record of\Demsron (ROD) selectmg a’
TR remedy for the Arkwood Inc Superfund (Arkwood) site.- Aﬁer srgmng the ROD \EPA*entered into’ negotlatrons w1th
)/ " Mass MerchandlserSf Inc (MMI) ~In the negotratlons MMI’s ‘intent to conduct remed1a1 aot1v1t1es'vbas dlscussed =
R Negotlatlons ended on Apnl 8, 1991 whemMMI srgned a Remedlal‘Desrgn and Remedral Actron (RD/RA)”Consent/
: \A Y Decrée \The*Consent Decrée isa legal document ‘that: formahzes,\the agreement reached by EPA and MMI\and
‘descnbes the specific activities: that MMI w1ll conduct The U:S. Department of. Justlce has lodged the Consent Decree ,
“In Federal Dlstrlcthourt - for-the Westem DlSt[‘lCt of Arkansas Harrigon Drvrslon ~mrFayettev1He Arkansas A notlce
Ahas been pubhshed m—the Federal Reglster\that establlshes a\30 ‘day pubhc comment penod for,the Arkwood Consent
/- Dectee, whrch wrll . rum untll March. 5% 1992: szer\rs are urged to teview the’ documents and add_ress their written
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N Assxstant’Attomey ’General
O La\nd and Natural Resources DlVlSlon ol
R O S. Department of Justice :
210th -and Pénnsylvania® Avenue NW
- Washlngton D. C 20530 — /y\"u -
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o sorls that do not m/eet health-based‘goals« “Thé" sxeve-and-wash process wnll serve to/mmlmrze ¢ the amount ‘of matenals - ;‘ "
oo /requrrmg mcmeratron l Because of the concern vorced by< the commumty\regardmg mcmeratlon every eﬂ'ort wrll be’ made K-
to mlmmrze the amount of mcmeratronknecessary R v T o, s (,\\ fa - (: NSRS SR
:" “ R < S Sl < N G a_?\»’ SRR T
~\"~, The remedy also includes 'momtormg and 'if T necessary, treatmg contammated ground water The- specrﬁc actxvr‘trﬂes v be' ) »//:v.
A performed under the,Consent Decree are l1sted below _ N ) \),\/»‘,’".\\\\_ MRE-P <\>' e b ey ”f
i T *’,.\\ RN N ke 2Ll Y T SRR
o Before any'y work is conducted MMI wnll submlt work plans antrcrpated schedules forwork completlon and\varrous ' -, if“
Dother, documents (such/as a health and safety plan and quahty assurance plan) to EPA for approval "EPA w1ll revrew all N |
<plans submxtted by« MMI and only aftér EPA approves the plans will. NlMI\be allowed to’ perform the work ) ‘\ﬁ\ SR
‘T\ TN T / ’ \T\' (INL\’\ ’ \ Lo g A - /fr .
: ,‘ YT ensgure that all work is; conducted accordmg to the Consent Decree and federal gutdelmes EPA‘wrll clos>ely momtor ‘\;
_“ 05 MMI’sT work MMI wrll befrequ1red to>submrt monthly reportsjto FT\PA de)tallmg the status of sité: actrvmes\and short‘ e T
\ / . - 7

N .
tenn prOJectrons for future 51te actrvrtles '):‘ o, e Mode LN ] N

A ] . -
”f N I R Py D S

L_i/

' in, the ROD . The remedy mcludes treatmg contammated sorls\,w)lth a sreve-and-wash process and then mcmeratmg any
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Certlﬁed coples of /the Consent Decree,are avallabl )f r pu plrc revrjew at‘the followmg /locatrons e s T
! " . ) FE ik 'Vv\ // = = ‘o L\ "\ P ¢ - RN S R B <
\f‘_ s"\~ N \ ,/‘/:,'_,/‘J \/V\ v ‘/\\ . \‘-, b 3 ' g S . e f;‘:j'»'.\‘\‘ L'/ . \v‘-l\)\, \/ \.‘
ey o Federal Drstnct Court - 73, N Omaha Publlc ‘School Lrb R N A :
™ ),,‘ o b 14 (?’\ ™ e . ),‘ L » g e S
RV AN Westem DlStI’lCt ofArkansas PR AN Omaha, Arkansas 726?2 ; N N A A
Ve T D E RO - R S A TN
o Ty !, Hamson D1v1s1on SO L e I~ (501) 426-3366, - R R S SR A AR
e T A \Federal Burldmg, U.s: Courthouse\ N 7 30 a.m -3} 30,p mx gt i./ Vol L
s 4 RO A S o N P
s TR~ { \/ 35 East Mountam Room\523 f\, S T e, /j B { : ) v -y
B R <3 W Fayettevrlle Arkansas 72701 o PR ; e = L T Ve VAN L
A ¢ (501) 521-6980 B e N S TR U O
P - , [ A S > N SN = i et
A 8 00 am 5: OoPm : A R W A T WA T T
L : ('. SRR $‘ % - e -«‘“ Ty »'~ - s, T o RN e s
,\/\ Catl R <\ A,\f : : \ TN, Vol .,/l\'\/f-(_/ - 5s
- - ’By srgnmg the Consent Decree“MMIxagreed to plan pay for and carry out the remedy selected for the, site” as descnbed A )
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) OGROUND-WATER>DYE TR A CING o ’rarll:oad urlrtrl approxrma;tely, 13;7: wher: MMIlbngr} usrrzig . /\
Y7 .. : . .achemical recovery, system er-wastes included liquids. N
3 \ N - .
vl INVESTIGéTION/ FO”PLETED <2V yised to wash the treatment plant floor. and equlpment /j_ ,eo
/. R ~ w > ~ t_ G
T VAN = Iy Thesé.v waste hqurds were accumulated 1n atankand then s
s /(A ground—water dye tracmg mvestlgatron has been s ~\‘, " isprea d over the woo, d's torage yar d to control dust A R
completed at\the Arkwood site. The mvestlgatron was- KOS . F/ - A ERES A i - N
; developed in July 1990 as\part of: the Phasé€ II Remedral _ ’l‘he Arkansas Dep axtment-ofPollutron Control an dv— o \;f/
- /) Investrgatron work plaii The purpose of the mvestlgatlon Ecology mrtlally recerved a complamt about the site 1n Yok
;i ' Waj 1o helg (:letermmle t? © drrectron of grouind watef; ﬂow at 1981 Prehmmary mvestrgatrons revealed detectable levels"\
yizll?;:lunm td:t:r:r‘:mr: othm; atbignzglgfgﬂoc;ad: nkror:v of PCP inaréa. ground water: Ini” 1985 ‘EPA proposed that < ! r =
L, L ' P gthep g, ~ the site be added to’ the Natlonal Priorities Lrst the site™
- . water wells to become contammated Two separate dye \‘ was formall a Qi de d in March 1989 ~ o A
> traces were run dunng the mvestlgatron The ﬁrst dye ; e, 1 y T I 7_. <, " ~ T
; N ¥ trace’ began on February 21, 1991, at a. small’ stream at the ' W ith EPA oversrght MMI con ducte da reme dxlal/' A Y R
southeast end ofthe site.' The second trace began on March Vinves trgatro n/feasrblhty/ g tu dy (RI/FS) o fthe site 1o . ,y, ; Ty
. ,154 19h91 -near. thetnlo rtér;v:st te:d oftthe snl1te ?tl\? svf,)r(r:ng ket determme the nature and extent of the contammatron and NI
> ranch.approximately 25 feet downsream of New Cricket, to mvestrgate possrble remedles for the site, \;I'he/RI/was C; N/\f
;- Spring. Samplmg 4ctivities'for both traces were concluded’ ) -
N %7 ( AT conducted in‘two phases and- consrsted of (1) a'subsurface ~ 1.7,
.., on April 23,1991, Investlgatron results are currently\bemg mvestlgatron to charactenze the geology beneath/the srte\ RO
' ;\ E rewewed and will be made avarlable to. the pubhc by early - area and (2) an extensrve sampling o to determme e
. 1992, As specrﬁed in the ROD the results of the<< Y p g prog =
o \ the effects of past wood treatmg operatrons on the site and -
_ ~ mvestlgatron ‘could change the number or locatron of I
: surroundmg areas Samples _were collected of area ground S
N Lground-water momtonlng,well statlons used» durmg\ the @/ - water, soil; sedrment air; and surface Water Ground-water” N
' ] DA R VSV T ,‘,r'-\_( _‘\f S
. ; 7 M . *\j e /f?( N 4 R SN samples from momtormg wells at the srte contamed PCP -
L f'\ PRSANEES SN w=Dwe 0 0w s ith the highest cohtentrations:near the'railrodd:ditchs, ,',A :
. . RN v .
‘ | E BA KGROUI’Q\ S LR « . Samples from area sprmgs showed that only New, Cncket =
: S ) R . Spring has been affected by the site.. /Sorl samples TR Q‘.- <
e Ths 15-acre Arkwood site is located in antexcavated area / mdlcated contammatlon from pCP chlormated ’ ‘\'; Tl 3
;—; about 1 ,000 fedt west of U:S: Hrghway 65, north\of Cncket dlbenzodroxms/drbenzofurans"and polynuclear aromatlc ‘ 7,'\(‘,;
ﬁ\ Road The site COHSIStGS ofa*mrllwork ShOP, a W°°d’ VL hydrocarbons \Samplmg also ,1dentrﬂed sludges in the& ol
treating plant‘that usedrcreosote and pentachloropl(r\enol ts . rallroad‘drtch and possrbly‘ in the smkhole adjacent to the N
"j <5 (PCP)in its | process, and a yard f°f stonng treatedwood “ttéatment area. Samples of nearby domestic and mumcxpal e
P\fC:dUCtS pnor tor ‘salé. (\ ((\ RS SO - \wells showedw no-evidence of contammatron IS N \;‘ 7
"4“‘\\“&,. \”‘/,77 g/ - \<. ‘ = . \ e Cp e ey
‘ ‘ - ; oo i T T e T e T
The plant s1te was developed in ‘the ‘l950s whenararlro'ad ( B ZrOO A ot S
N company excavated about 40 to 50 feet below natural grade - OMAHA RESIDENTS EXP\R»E\S4S ; ol L
. Aofibtanzl ﬁIll drr; for constr:irctmg a rarlroad embank}rnent CONCERNS ABOUT EPA’S\ - \\,\:‘r’ "'k 1"%\/ 2
s rkwood,\Inc., began woo ’treatmg»operatrons at'thesite. . N \LI F N e o
s m\the early 19605 \In l973 the srte owner leased the . SELECTED R/EMEDY% R A i S
Ay ‘wood-treating’ facrhty t0;MMI. The facility contmued(to f::.j._’ S S T E AN g ,” T NE
, . /\\ foperate untrl June 1984 at thrch trme\MMl sold 0r~j ( \ \ Many Omaha resrdents have expressed concems about - - y
S removed its i mventory and/process materrals In. January - <Y EPA’ 5 selected remedy for the: Arkwood sité. In. response' e

5

~

) ‘< o 1985 MMI s lease® explred and Wwas not renewed “The-

\owner dlsmantled the plant/ 1nkl986 " ’

//

- / ;

Ve =~ ( / TN
r\»r‘_y ( ‘\ (

,Durmg/rts 20-p1us years of operatron the plant generated ,"

¢ an estimated 6, 000 to 7 000 pounds of waste per year, ¥ Q:

,‘\ )(—-'
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>l
Do ~ Wastes from«plant operatlons were reportedly< dumped mto L,

. 'asmkhole at the treatment plant\from the’ begmnmg of .
J operatlons untrl 1970 The sinkhole has since’ been/ sealed
In addrtron‘ twaste orls‘/were placed i in- a drtch adJacent to the
7 . v
N & N

—

: ‘_ “/‘ October and November of/l 990 mtervrewmg about 100

- mtervrews showed that most resrdents Wwere pnmanly\ NAE
concemed about t’ljre effects that. mcmeratron at the site
“would have’ on the ( Omaha commumty and/whether the b
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/‘y’/? /. _/\\ x /»",( ,
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“toa petmon agamst the selected re/medy that was, signed by o
Omaha resrdents an EPA contractor, .Spent several days;i in
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resrdents who srgned the petltlon The purpose of the
mtervrews—was to/ldentlfyland address resrdents specrﬁc -
concems about the selected remedy The,results of the
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S - umcmerator would be/permanent In addmon many \“ . abreast of Arkwood site actlvmes EPA»rs makmg ' .
D \kresxdents dld»not fully understand the mcxneratron M ,arrangements toopena local ofﬁce in Omaha The ofﬂce C
<A J\Nprocessf\To address these concems EPA’held a ) A w1ll be’ staffed w1th a communlty contactfwho will:serve: as\ R
EN commumty open | house in Febmary 1991 at the Omaha “<an ofﬁce/manager and as a halson between EPA and the AN
S pubhc school {\_._ .7,‘ g ,JJ ;‘f Ve < f_* commumty Th1s mdrvrdual wrll be avarlable to talk to )
R R T ”§~ PO ,4 > Tesidents face-to -face about the Arkwood s1te The goal of
Q Durmg bOth the mterv1ews and the open house, EPA’ b \opemng this-office is to\Prowde a\mgans for the SRR AN
;_" - ’ ~
T 1dent1ﬁed a number of: commonly expressed concems S commumty to, commumcate with EPA and- to recelve s O
S o
7"~ These concems’are addressed on- the enclosed insert., .f - accurate, first-hand’ 1nformatlon Copies of site fact sheetsV R
AN N ) oL \
,,V» .r: T e [ :_,,,__,,«z \, S ﬂ/, - -+” _and other s1te-related mformatlon will'bé available at the? >~
~“~office for res1dents to, look at and 1n some cases take: = 2 -
EPA To OPEN A SATELLITE OFF[CE omEtorea, S
RS AN \.»:‘ S NN “x ‘<
AN OMAHA TO. RESPOND>TQ oA «, S f/,/v\,\m Sl
f~ RESlDENT CONCERNS R “ EPA w1ll ma11 out’ notrces to announce the ¢ opening day- of &7
C" R /-4\, \) TR /,»- \\,’\; s “ #the community ofﬁce In-addition; an open hotse will be 7 B
. : VY . A
P ¥ Pubhc mvolvement and education are- imiportant; integrals- o "~Hield on'opening’ da)c 50 that yowmay meet the'office s -~ -
-] parts of the Superfund program In an effort to,make sure; - ~ manager and/dlscuss site status progress with the remédial- ©
‘ i (.
- that localresidents have the,mformatronlthey rieed to stay desrgn and the Corisent Decree "/Vlth EPA representanves CA
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